
Students who continue their training and education beyond high school almost always 
make more money than people who stop at high school. If you learn more, you stand 
to earn more — it’s that simple. 
It’s estimated that 70% of West Virginia’s future job openings will require more than a 
high school diploma.2

But how do you come up with the cash RIGHT NOW to pay for school? There are tons 
of financial resources available to help you earn your degree. Talk to your counselor. 
Do some research online. It’s never too early to start planning, and it’s worth it.
Visit www.wvgearup.org for more info.
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EARNINGS PER YEAR
(Based on the national average1)

No HS Diploma

$32,000

High School

$41,000

2 Year Degree

$49,000

4 Year Degree

$68,000

1 https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2021/data-on-display/education-pays.htm
2 https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED605044.pdf

https://secure.cfwv.com/Financial_Aid_Planning/Financial_Aid_Planning.aspx
http://www.wvgearup.org

